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location; size, and shape.    The last two items the assessor Specific

may for the time being eliminate from his mental opera- aTtermin^

tions by assuming that every city lot is of a standard size values.

and shape;  then; after he has computed the value on the

score of location, he can easily by rule make allowance for

deviations in size and shape.    The first step in scientific

land assessment is therefore to determine the value of a

unit frontage-foot on each side of every city block.    This

unit foot   may  be defined as a  frontage of  ground one 1 Value of

foot  wide   and   of  normal  depth; so   situated   as  to  be foot.

away from any street corner or other influence that gives

it an unusual  location-value.1    The  normal depth varies

in different cities;   in New York and Cleveland it is one

hundred feet, in Baltimore one hundred and fifty.

After he has by careful inquiry and investigation fixed
the value of this unit foot, the assessors next step is to 2-
determine the allowance to be made for lots that have
more or less than the standard depth. Various tables
have been devised for this purpose, but they are* all based
roughly on the so-called Hoffman rule laid down by Judge
Hoffman in New York a half-century ago. This dictum was
that an ordinary city lot of fifty feet in depth should be as-
sessed at two thirds of the valuation assigned to an adjoining
lot one hundred Jeet deep. In other words, two thirds of the
value of the ordinary city lot is in the front half. * Departing
somewhat from this rule, different cities have made tables
of depth values which vary considerably. In Cleveland,
for example, the front half of the lot'is valued at nearly three
quarters of the whole, instead of at two thirds, as in New
York. The table on the next page indicates the course
of the percentages of depth valuation from front to rear of
lots in these two cities. It must be remembered, however,
that the scientific assessment of city lots does not involve a

1 Scientific assessment systems may be based upon, a unit square-foot
rather than upon a unit frontage-foot, if that method is desired because of
any disinclination to change an existing practice*
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